POetic

JusticE
WArrioR
SoCIETY

THE
PHiloSoPHERS

MARK T SHUPE

Contents - The Philosophers
Who Are The Philosophers?

3

St. Thomas Aquinas – The Dominican Friar Who Introduced
the Western World to Western Civilization

4

John Locke – The Father of Classical Liberalism Whose Ideas
Are Inscribed in Our Souls

7

Publius – The Classical Roman Consul Who Inspired
America’s Classical Liberal Constitution

10

Ayn Rand – The Diminutive Russian Émigré Who
Is America’s Greatest Defender

13

To Learn More:
AQUINAS
The Christian Philosophy of St. Thomas Aquinas - Etienne Gilson
LOCKE
Understanding John Locke - Laurence Houlgate
PUBLIUS
The Federalist Papers: A Collection of Essays Written in Favour
of the New Constitution
RAND
Objectivism, The Philosophy of Ayn Rand - Leonard Piekoff

centerforindividualism.org

Table of Contents

-2-

Who Are The Philosophers?
The Philosophers are a small subset from the canon of philosophy. There are very few
that promote individualism and love of life as the foundation for self-creation and peaceful human progress.
In the first section of the Poetic Justice Warrior Society eBook we highlighted The Inventors.
They tangibly prove that reality exists by transforming the metaphysical world for human survival and flourishing. The Philosophers do the same thing in the world of ethics.
The challenge is to separate the philosophers from economics and politics. In fact, it can’t be
done. In this section and the next one titled The Political Economists, there is a lot of overlap.
This is reality. Fortunately, academia is moving away from the myopia of distinct disciplines and
blending all three into political philosophy and economics.
Our first philosopher resurrected Aristotle’s reason to bolster Christianity’s equality. The second
one discovered universal human rights. Next, we highlight the authors of the world’s greatest
edifice to reason, equality, and freedom. And last, the author who romanticized the human ideal
and predicted today’s decivilization.
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The Dominican Friar Who Introduced the
Western World to Western Civilization
Not only did Aquinas usher the Catholic church into the Age of Reason, whereby it became a major force for higher education throughout the western world, he helped pave
the way for the level of human consciousness that nature intended.
Perhaps the most challenging and controversial question of human existence is, well, human
existence. How did we acquire consciousness, and when? Was it an emergent phenomenon as
suggested by Darwin’s theory of natural selection, or was it a supernaturally induced spark that
created our inner voice, our sense of the future, and formed language? This is an enduring historical, scientific, religious, and philosophical conundrum, and a contentious one at that.
A similar, and existentially important question is: when and how did human beings make the
giant leap from the mind-numbing stagnation of the Dark Ages to the humanism and achievements of The Enlightenment? Was it an emergent phenomenon, divine inspiration, or was it a
spark induced by a few mere mortals? This question is also one of history, science, religion, and
philosophy. While the histography is complex, there is one individual who resolved the religious
and philosophical differences that paved the way for Romanticism and the Scientific Method.
This Poetic Justice Warrior bridged the gap between Catholic hegemony and The Renaissance.
He is the Italian Dominican Friar Saint Thomas Aquinas.
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The Teacher, Philosopher and Theologian
The bridge that Aquinas built was constructed with the ancient girders of Aristotle’s reason,
and this was no small feat. It required extraordinary insight and courage as he risked possible
excommunication from the Church. To be accused of blasphemy was a very serious matter. For
example, three years after Aquinas’ death in 1274, the Bishop of Paris issued a condemnation to
declare that God’s absolute power superseded any principles that are derived from reason.
The condemnation listed over 200 such heretical propositions; many were Aristotle’s, and twenty
were from Thomas Aquinas’ own philosophy known as Thomism. One example of Thomism is
self-determination and inductive reasoning:
The will does not precede the intellect but follows upon it. It freely chooses among the many
goods that are presented to it as desirable according to a changeable judgment or evaluation.
Consequently, the choice follows the final practical judgment. But the will is the cause of it being
the final one.
Another example of Thomism is Aquinas connecting the divine and the Law of Identity (everything behaves according to its nature):

Consequently, the one God, unique and simple, alone subsists in absolute being.
All other things that participate in being have a nature whereby their being is
restricted; they are constituted of essence and being, as really distinct principles.
As is frequently the case with poetic justice, it takes time and patience, and is an inevitable force
of nature. Fifty years after his death, Aquinas was canonized as a saint, in 1567 he was awarded
the title of Doctor of the Church for his research and writing, and in 1879 Pope Leo XIII declared
Aquinas’s theology a definitive exposition of Catholic doctrine.

Enter the Modern Era
Thomas Aquinas utilized a method of thinking and learning known as Scholasticism, which is
a system of critical thought that was a departure from traditional Christian theology. Scholasticism is closely associated with the rise of modern universities in Europe, and it relies heavily on
dialectical reasoning, which is a form of debate that excludes subjective or emotional elements.
The goal is to arrive at objective truth. Rational arguments are broken down into inferences that
move premises toward logical conclusions. This is essential for resolving contradictions because
contradictions cannot exist. The significance of this, especially in the late Middle Ages, cannot be
underestimated. Scholasticism was the crucial method needed to reconcile Christian theology
with Classical philosophy and pave the way for the Modern era.
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Aquinas’ signature achievement is his masterwork Summa Theologica, and it is considered to be
the pinnacle of scholastic, medieval, and Christian philosophy. Within Summa there are several
main characters, and two of these people could have been considered heresy. One is the Islamic,
Aristotelian philosopher and polymath Ibn Sina (Avicenna), and the other is Aristotle himself, referred to as The Philosopher. But how did Classical Greek philosophy resurrect itself after a 1000
year absence in the Christian world? According to philosopher Stephen Hicks:

1085 is a significant year. Spain becomes fully Christian again. And at Toledo and
various other points, the Christians rediscover all sorts of Greek and Roman texts
that had been lost to Western Europe. And curious minds start to read some of
these texts and discover these magnificent civilizations that had existed long before
and shockingly were not Christian. How was it possible?
Aquinas born into a prominent Catholic family during a time of enormous transition for Europe,
and was a strong-willed and highly educated renegade. As a young man, his parents held Aquinas under house arrest for a year because of his plans to join the Dominican Order, by whom he
had been introduced to Aristotelian philosophy while enrolled at university in Naples.

Postmodern Progressives vs. The Enlightenment
The fall of Rome in the 5th century A. D. led to the fall of literacy, and the rise of St. Augustine’s
influence over Christian doctrine. According to Hicks, “the dominant Augustinian Christian theology is very anti-empirical, it emphasizes revelation, mysticism, authority, and faith. Reason, to
the extent that is allowed, is severely subordinated.” Its doctrine teaches that the divine controls
all that will ever happen, force is permitted against heretics, people are inherently evil, and that
reason, purpose and pride are bound to fail.
Incidentally, the rise of so-called progressivism in 20th century western culture has similar characteristics. While literacy is very high, its doctrine is government control, intolerance of debate,
people are inherently victims, and individualism has failed. This can only lead us down the Road
to Serfdom, and ultimately to the slavery which had been eradicated by western capitalists.
Not only did Aquinas usher the Catholic church into the Age of Reason, whereby it became a
major force for higher education throughout the western world, he helped pave the way for
the level of human consciousness that nature intended. This unleashed a spontaneous force of
nature that brought human flourishing to the entire world. While the pagans of classical Greece
and Rome were slave owners (it was accepted nearly everywhere on earth) and placed no
particular value on individuals, Christians began to regard slavery as inhuman. After all, central
to Christian theology is the idea that all human beings are equal in the eyes of God, an idea also
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enshrined in the US Declaration of Independence. As President John Adams wrote, “The Revolution was in the minds of the people.”
And this is the spark, combining the Classical ideal of reason to the Christian ideal of equality,
that freed the human mind and led to Western Civilization’s hallmarks of personal liberty, selfreliance, invention, religious and ethnic tolerance, limited government, the arts and unimaginable prosperity. All of which describes individualism, a Classical and ancient Hebrew idea best
championed by Poetic Justice Warrior Ayn Rand, “The world you desire can be won, it exists, it is
real, it is possible, it is yours.”

The Father of Classical Liberalism Whose
Ideas Are Inscribed in Our Souls
Locke proved that no one is born to rule others, and no one is born to serve rulers. But
freedom and equality are not absolute, political structures should only protect their
citizens from the threat of force imposed by others.

On nurturing children, we “should well study their natures and aptitudes and see, by often trials, what turn they easily take and what becomes them, observe what their native stock is, how
it may be improved, and what it is fit for.” This attitude could have been expressed by the renowned educator and Poetic Justice Warrior Maria Montessori, but it is not hers. However, it is a
radical shift away from the Renaissance emphasis on Classical Greek philosophy, and toward the
Enlightenment view of human beings as unique individuals.
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For insight on personal liberty and self-reliance,

If man in the state of nature be so free, as has been said; if he be absolute lord of his
own person and possessions, equal to the greatest, and subject to no body, why will
he part with his freedom? Why will he give up this empire, and subject himself to
the dominion and control of any other power?
This sentiment might easily be attributed to Poetic Justice Warriors Booker T. Washington or
Ayn Rand, but it is not theirs. It was however a radical shift away from the notion of the divine
right of kings. And it was the precursor for the Great Upheaval of the late 18th century, the one
that resulted in a brief experiment with enlightened despotism in Russia, a brutal and failed
revolution in France, and according to President John Adams, the successful revolution of the
mind to supplant British hegemony in America.
The source of the first quote is Some Thoughts Concerning Education, published in 1693; and
the second is from Two Treatises of Government, published in 1689. Both were achievements of
Poetic Justice Warrior John Locke. These were truly radical ideas at the time, and they furthered
the course of human history toward human flourishing.

All the King’s Men
In 17th century Europe, the feudal system had largely replaced slavery. While serfs had a few basic rights such as access to the legal system, some freedom of movement and church sanctuary,
they lived lives of servitude. In England, there was a great deal of political pressure, particularly
from the Whig movement, to replace the absolute monarchy of King Charles II with a constitutional monarchy that would limit the authority of the sovereign. Locke had a long and close
relationship with a founder of the Whigs, Lord Ashley, for whom Locke and his team of doctors
had saved from liver disease by performing surgery.
Because of Locke’s implication in a plot to assissinate King Charles II (there is little evidence
that Locke was involved), he exiled himself to the Netherlands for five years in 1683 (or be hung,
drawn and quartered). It was during this time in Amsterdam that Locke surrounded himself
with the intellectual heirs to the rationalist philosophy of Baruch Spinoza, and in particular Spinoza’s philosophical treatise titled Ethics. While there was conflict between Locke’s empiricism
and Spinoza’s rationalism, Locke was impressed with Spinoza’s arguments regarding political
and religious tolerance, and the separation of church and state. This period also gave him time
to complete his signature achievements – Two Treatises of Government, An Essay Concerning
Human Understanding, and A Letter Concerning Toleration.
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Back in England, there was increasing resentment against a Catholic monarch wielding absolute authority justified by the divine right of kings. In 1688, the Glorious Revolution led by
English parliamentarians and an invading Dutch fleet and army organized by the Prince of
Orange, installed a constitutional monarchy led by William III and his wife Mary II. It was then
that Locke, accompanied by Mary II, returned to England. The following year the English Bill of
Rights was passed by parliament and Locke finally published his Treatises, Essay, and Letter.
While Locke was associated with the Whig party that controlled parliament, his conception of
natural rights (rights not derived from any law or government) were still considered radical at
the time.

The Road from Serfdom
Locke’s Two Treatises of Government contain powerful arguments for limited government, separation of powers, and the consent of the governed. But he is not the first to espouse these ideas.
According to historian Peter Berkowitz, they can be found in much earlier work. For example,
the Bible talks about equality, but it is not based on natural rights. And in classical Greek philosophy, political structures should accommodate human virtues, not personal liberty. It was John
Locke who combined seemingly unrelated ideas into a cohesive framework that coalesced into
America’s Declaration of Independence and Constitution nearly a century later.
It starts with Locke’s theory of knowledge, known as Tabula Rasa in Latin, meaning that all human beings are born without innate ideas. He asserts that all people acquire knowledge through
perception, experience, and introspection. This idea can be traced back to the 11th century Persian philosopher Avicenna, and before that to Aristotle. His theories on education consider the
mind and body to be one integrated system, that children should be considered rational beings,
and that virtue is taught by delaying gratification. Locke adds to this his theory of every person’s
sense of self, or individualism:

Thus, from the consideration of ourselves, and what we infallibly find in our own
constitutions, our reason leads us to the knowledge of this certain and evident
truth, that there is an eternal, most powerful, and most knowing being; which
whether any one will please to call God, it matters not!
This naturally leads to the right of each human being to ownership of their life and property. As
Berkowitz explains about Locke’s achievement, political power is rooted in freedom and equality
by and for all. For political systems to be legitimate, they must protect natural rights, and it must
be by the consent of the governed. Locke proved that no one is born to rule others, and no one is
born to serve rulers. But freedom and equality are not absolute, political structures should only
protect their citizens from the threat of force imposed by others.
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As poetic justice would have it, Locke’s Two Treatises laid dormant in western political thought
until the American resistance against British taxation resurrected it. Personal liberty became
the subject of debates in both America and Britain, and in 1773, Two Treatises of Government
was finally published in America. Consequently, it had profound influence on Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, Thomas Jefferson, and the other great American political philosophers that
triggered Adams’ revolution of the mind and fostered the soul of America.

The Classical Roman Consul Who Inspired
America’s Classical Liberal Constitution
These political philosophers are John Jay, Alexander Hamilton, and the father of the
Constitution, James Madison. Their incredible understanding of human nature paved
the way for the abolition of slavery four score and seven years later.
Between October 1787 and April 1788, a series of 77 articles were published in New York City
newspapers to promote the ratification of the newly created Constitution of the United States.
Each of the thirteen states would hold a Constitutional Convention to ratify or reject it, and a
minimum of nine states would need to approve it in order to form a new government. The author of these essays, to which 8 more were added when they were compiled into a book, now
known as The Federalist Papers, was none other than Publius.
Publius, also known as Publius Valerius, was one of four ancient Roman aristocrats who led the
overthrow of the Roman monarchy in 509 BC, helped create the Roman Republic, and was elected the first of two Roman Consuls. The Republic lasted nearly 500 years until it was destroyed by
the dictatorship of Julius Caesar. The pseudonym was chosen as a response to a series of articles
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against the ratification of the Constitution published under the pseudonyms Cato and Brutus,
and later dubbed the Anti-Federalist Papers. It is believed that the Anti-Federalist papers were
written by Founding Fathers Patrick Henry, George Clinton, Richard Henry Lee, Mercy Otis Warren, Samuel Bryan, and others.
The exact attributions are not known, but they were all credible and heartfelt defenses against
centralized government power. For example, Mercy Otis Warren was a correspondent and adviser to the likes of George Washington, John Adams, Patrick Henry, John Hancock, Thomas Jefferson, and Samuel Adams. Besides her historical account of the American revolution, she published a series of poems in 1790 under her own name, which was highly unusual for a woman to
do at the time.

Republicanism versus Democracy
In Federalist 10, considered the most consequential of the Federalist Papers, Publius makes the
case against direct democracy and the factionalism it incites. In it he expresses his contempt for
majority rule at the expense of the natural rights of each individual. The Founders’ experience
under the Articles of Confederation convinced them that people with similar interests and resources should not be able to rule as a mob.
Publius describes the Constitution as a “happy combination” of a republic and democracy. “The
great and aggregate interests being referred to the national, the local and particular to the State
legislatures.” The result of this is American style Federalism, a decentralized governmental structure, that as Publius explains, would make it “more difficult for unworthy candidates to practice
the vicious arts by which elections are too often carried.”
One of the Anti-Federalist criticisms is that centralized government over a large territory couldn’t
succeed, failure would result in the rise to power of an autocratic ruler, and revert to an oppressive regime. In Federalist 14, Publius argues that this is not possible in a republic that has three
branches of government, each with its own responsibilities and powers, and with checks and
balances over the others. What Publius does in this case is to refute the Anti-Federalist argument that relies on the thinking of the French political philosopher Montesquieu by using Montesquieu’s own solution to the problem.

Bill of Rights or No Bill of Rights
In our postmodern world, the debate over the Bill of Rights is about the efficacy of each of
the first ten Amendments individually. Freedom of speech is under attack by the political correctness elites, the right to bear arms is under attack by state media and their elected minions,
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illegal search and seizure is under attack by the surveillance state, and the tenth amendment,
the one that reserves powers not enumerated in the Constitution to the States, aka Federalism,
has been effectively abrogated.
However, in 1787 the debate was over the need for a Bill of Rights at all. As Publius writes in
Federalist 84:

I go further, and affirm that bills of rights, in the sense and in the extent in which
they are contended for, are not only unnecessary in the proposed constitution, but
would even be dangerous. They would contain various exceptions to powers which
are not granted; and on this very account, would afford a colorable pretext to claim
more than were granted.
The fear was that if specific rights were enumerated, they would be the only rights that were protected, and that government could expand its powers to control behavior that was not specified
in the Constitution. While the Bill of Rights eventually passed – this was necessary for ratification
– the foresight is extraordinary.
The Publius writers are Poetic Justice Warriors with all of the character traits – reason, purpose
and pride. Those who dismiss the relevance of the Constitution in our postmodern world have
but a fraction of the intellect or character of Publius. Or as historian Richard B. Morris explains, in
the essays that make up The Federalist Papers, Publius has created an “incomparable exposition
of the Constitution, a classic in political science unsurpassed in both breadth and depth by the
product of any later American writer.”

Original Intent
There is a lot of debate these days about how the Constitution should be interpreted. Do we
consider it a ‘living document’ whose meaning changes according to the whims of the political
majority, as the progressive movement insists, or do we interpret it according to the meaning
of the words as they were written, also known as constructionism and originalism? But at the
beginning of the Constitutional Convention there was no original intent, many delegates were
there to fix the Articles of Confederation, and others like Publius understood the need to scrap
the Articles and start over. After four months of debates, compromises, and draft copies, all while
sequestered in the sweltering heat of Independence Hall, the new Constitution was perfected
and ready to go on the road for ratification by the States.
Unanimous consent was existential for the new republic in order to insulate the union from foreign powers, and Publius knew this. These eloquent political philosophers were the first Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court John Jay, the first Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton,
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and the father of the Constitution James Madison. And as poetic justice would have it, their principles, compromises, meticulous language, and most important of all, their incredible understanding of human nature, paved the way for the abolition of slavery four score and seven years
after the Declaration of Independence. Or as escaped slave (and advisor to President Lincoln)
Frederick Douglass put it:

I hold that the Federal Government was never, in its essence, anything but an antislavery government. Abolish slavery tomorrow, and not a sentence or a syllable to
the Constitution need be altered. It was purposely so framed as to give no claim, no
sanction to the claim, of property in man. If, in its origin, slavery had any relation to
the government, it was only as the scaffolding to the magnificent structure, to be
removed as soon as the building was completed.

The Diminutive Russian Émigré Who is
America’s Greatest Defender
Rand bridged the philosophical gap between what is, and what people ought to do –
the gap between facts and values. Perhaps Rand’s greatest philosophical achievement
was to prove that reason can be applied to values.

The 10th Venice International Film Festival began August 30, 1942. One of the films entered was
from famed Italian director, Goffredo Alessandrini; and he hired Italy’s top studio, Scalera Films,
to produce it. Alessandrini’s goal was to film a drama of epic proportions. For his ambitious proj-
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ect, Alessandrini chose the perfect vehicle to adapt to the screen, wartime Italy’s bestselling
novel, We The Living by Ayn Rand. To guarantee its success, three of Italy’s top box office stars
were hired, and it subsequently became a smash hit among Italian audiences, the Italian Gone
With The Wind if you will.
‘

The Irrepressible Human Spirit

This romantic drama was the story of a strong, independent woman facing the challenges of
life in a spiritless and ruthless Bolshevik Russia. According to Rand, the novel is not about Soviet
Russia in particular, but about the sanctity of human life, and a woman’s spirit that could not
be crushed by the State. Mussolini’s fascist government eventually banned the film after two
months and ordered all copies to be delivered to government authorities for destruction. The
success of the novel in fascist Italy, and its film version (which Rand did not know about, let alone
authorize) were the first of many monumental achievements for Ayn Rand. Her body of work,
briefly described below, make Rand an obvious choice for Poetic Justice Warrior.
We The Living, published in 1936, was Rand’s opening salvo for her sense of life in the world of
fiction. As an émigré from Soviet Russia in 1926, she could speak with authority about the lifesapping totalitarianism that held her country hostage. So it makes sense that she was shocked
to find acceptance of Soviet style oppression among American intellectuals and politicians. In
fact, finding a publisher for We The Living was a struggle, they were worried that no one would
believe the violence and despair that Rand described in her novel.

The Individualist Ideal
Rand’s next project, The Fountainhead, was published in 1943, and it was about the struggle
between individualism and collectivism in Man’s soul. Like the heroine Kira in We The Living,
Rand created a new heroic character to illustrate a life of purpose and pride. In this case, it was
the architect Howard Roark, and his character became Rand’s prototype of how life could and
should be lived.
For contrast, Rand created antagonists that are all too common in everyday life. One is the conformist Peter Keating who asked “Can’t you ever do things without reason, like everyone else?”
But worst of all was the spirit-crushing Ellsworth Toohey whose mission was “If you kill a man’s
sense of personal value, he’ll submit.” Roark refused to submit. A non-fictional version of Toohey
is the American progressive democrat John Dewey, who believed “There is no obvious social motive for the acquirement of mere learning, there is no clear social gain in success thereat.”
Another important philosophical theme from The Fountainhead is the Law of Identity, meaning
everything has its own unique properties, they behave only according to their nature. Existence
exists, or as Roark explains, “No two materials are alike. No two buildings have the same purpose. Every form has its own meaning. Every man creates his meaning and form and goal.”

centerforindividualism.org

Ayn Rand

-14-

The Fountainhead became a best-selling novel, and 1949 it was also produced as a film with A
list actors, this time by a Hollywood studio. The intellectuals remained unimpressed, and Rand
was frustrated that none of them understood her achievement. When a friend suggested that
she explain her philosophy in non-fiction, she replied no, everything is in the novel, I will go on
strike.

The Motor of the World
Rand’s next novel was Atlas Shrugged. Published in 1957, it was originally titled The Strike. It is
loaded with heroic characters and true to life antagonists. Critics complain that the characters
are one dimensional, and the heroes millionaire industrialists, but this reveals a lack of understanding. Ostensibly, many of the strikers were also managers and skilled tradesmen. Atlas is
their story too. They were hired because of their integrity and skill and were well compensated
and appreciated. They went on strike because they refused to lend sanction to the heavy-handed authoritarians who exploit their value, loot their employers, and produce nothing,
Like the previous two novels, it’s a love story, and it’s about the struggle between the individual
and the collective. But its also a thriller – the desperate search for society’s destroyer, the strike
organizer who demonstrated what happens when people of the mind retire to happy valley. The
scope is so rich and deep that we’ll focus on one element, the economics of Atlas Shrugged.
Rand’s economics are almost identical to those of Jean-Baptiste Say, our first Poetic Justice Warrior. Say discovered that in a market economy, capital is the mind of its owner. As Rand explains,
“Wealth is the product of man’s capacity to think.” Both Say and Rand taught us that it’s the producers that matter; they create markets, they create consumers, they create wealth. And not just
wealth, they explained the root of money itself. Say poured the foundation of all other economic
theory, Rand uncovered the fountainhead of human flourishing.
Ayn Rand’s achievement is an original and integrated system of philosophy called Objectivism.
Its precepts include the laws of identity and causality, reason and free will. Its basis is rational
egoism, or the moral pursuit of one’s self-interest. Each person’s life is its own standard of morality. As Rand explains, nothing can prevent an individual from acting on their judgement except
other people, and only this makes the case for morally defensible government.

I choose to live
As poetic justice would have it, Atlas set records for book sales in 2008 and 2009 because of the
government induced banking crisis that was prophesized in its pages – what had been a fictional novel 50 years earlier. And in another sublime example of poetic justice, the original movie
negative of We The Living was saved. The Scalera studio chief put another film into its container
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to be destroyed by Italian authorities in 1942. The original was subsequently discovered in 1968,
and it was in marvelous condition.
The film survived because one person chose life for We The Living, as its heroine Kira chose to
live. Instead of submitting to an existence of despair in Russia, she chose to risk murder for the
hope of flourishing in Finland. Kira was shot in the back and killed by a Russian soldier. Her alternative was to never know freedom; a choice no different than what a loving parent would do to
save her child.
Rand, through her fictional character Kira, had solved an enduring philosophical problem. Kira’s
highest value was her life, and she chose to live as humans are meant to live. With her capacity
for reason, Kira perceived reality and what she ought to do. Here Rand bridged the philosophical
gap between what is, and what people ought to do – the gap between facts and values. Perhaps
Rand’s greatest philosophical achievement was to prove that reason can be applied to values.
She proved that values are not purely subjective, much like she proved that the human mind
cannot be separated from the body. They are an integrated system.
For Ayn Rand, facts, logic and values guide principles, and principles guide action for human
flourishing. This includes healthy emotional responses such as goodwill and benevolence. These
are the same emotions that Rand credits for Western civilization’s celebration of life we know as
the Christmas season, and that define Poetic Justice Warriors.
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The Philosophers - Conclusion
Our motivation is gratitude. We stand on the shoulders of these giants in economics,
science, business, politics, the arts, and education.
Like the marvelous achievements of The Inventors, philosophy is largely unappreciated. This is a
shame, because every human adult has a philosophy. But for most people, their philosophy is a
random collection of slogans that have been acquired from popular culture. It is not grounded
in rational core principles.
The singular goal of the Poetic Justice Warrior Society is to highlight the core principles for human flourishing. They are universal and timeless. We do this by illustrating real-life examples
from the late middle ages to the early 21st century. The first tenet of our Manifesto alludes to the
philosophical core these individuals profess – reason, purpose and pride.
Human life on planet earth originated about 400,000 years ago, yet it was only about 400 years
ago that individual rights were discovered. This achievement is impossible without Aquinas’ reason and Gutenberg’s printing press and is unsustainable without America. It is with gratitude
that we honor The Philosophers.

Please consider joining the Poetic Justice Warrior Society.
There is no obligation, except to yourself and those you love. The first step is to
take our 8-question self-assessment and see where you stand at:

centerforindividualism.org/pjw
We’ll see you there!
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About Mark Shupe and the
Poetic Justice Warrior Society
Poetic justice spontaneously rewards virtue and punishes vice.
Social justice is capricious and requires force.

As a ten-year-old growing up in the 1960s, Poetic Justice Warrior author Mark Shupe
noticed a stark contradiction. Affluent young people were debasing their good fortune.
They were expressing their individuality by protesting the establishment, dressing alike,
producing nothing, and making demands for immediate gratification.
He noticed how dependent they were on the very materialism they were condemning.
They had no appreciation for our historically extraordinary lifestyles, or from whence
it came. Their age of absurdity now dominates the media, education, entertainment,
and political establishment that loots America to enrich themselves in the name of
social justice.
The Poetic Justice Warrior series is meant to express gratitude, crush short-term
thinking, set the record straight, and give our readers a renewed sense of life.
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